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ONTEVEDRAP
And Its Parador

umble and sheltered at the end of its estuary; bathed in the
scent of memories by the Lérez estuary; blessed with a

climate that is surprising for these attitudes; sanctified by
extraordinary streets and crosses; bewitched, coy, and vain:
Pontevedra is the other envy of Galicia.

Its wish was to be born of the most illustrious and learned lineages:
Famous wise
men and poets
longed for a
fair, Celtic
Pontevedra,
heir to the
idolatrous and
superstitious
Celtic tribes.
Other, more
cultured people
believed it to
be "Helenes,"
born of Teucro,
son of Telamon
and hero of the
Trojan War. A
plaque in one
of the plazas
bears witness
to this in
ancient verses:

"Bold Teucro founded you on the banks of this estuary so that you
could be the marvel of all towns in Spain"

The town has the rare honour of being cited in the Roman itinerary
of Antonine when it was called "Duos Pontes" (Two Bridges), possibly
after the bridges over the Lérez and Tomez. It is also claimed to be the
true town of Lambrica as described by Pomponius Mela.

Although not so beautiful, it is almost certain that it was first a
Christian monastery during the time of the Swabians. It is said to
have had two founding fathers: San Fructuoso or San Martín.
Several other monasteries sprang up in the area, in Lérez, Poio and
one on the island of Tambo where San Fructuoso performed the
miracle of walking on water following the example of Jesus Christ.
Santa Tahamunda, the eternal protector of saudade (nostalgia,
longing), also came here to give thanks and to marvel. These and
other holy monasteries earned the grace and protection of Bermudo
III, Doña Urraca and Raimundo of Borgoña more than eleven
centuries ago.

Fernando II of León and Galicia ceded the town and the land
around Cotobade to the Church of Santiago as compensation for
damages caused by courtiers to pious pilgrims. The town was
defended by the castle of Cedofeita and enjoyed the privileges granted

H

The Other Envy of Galicia

"Pontevedra is a beautiful town,
no one who has seen it would say otherwise."

A Popular Saying
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by Fernando "the Holy.” These people already knew much about the
sea and its seafaring skills, which was soon to become evident when
the poet, Admiral Paio Gómez Charino, Lord of Rianxo, went to sea to
take Seville. This event is depicted in an epitaph in the town's
Franciscan church, which reads: "He took Seville from the Moors."

These walls bore witness to blood and victories, and were attacked
and overcome by the Duke of Lancaster's troops. There were other
battles, such as when the armed forces of the Archbishop of Santiago,
Juan García Manrique, defended the town from the jealous fury of the
royal armies of Enrique III. From the 14th century onwards, it was a

continuing theatre of dynastic and feudal strife.

Otero Pedrayo, the great and wise traveler and writer of Galicia,
saw life in Pontevedra as "bristling with towers, populated by
important families and guilds, like an Italian town of the time,
passionate and picturesque, with strong and severe characters
fighting in its fields." Pedro Madruga, illegitimate son of Sotomayor,
fought for Juana "the Most Exalted Lady," with the aid of the
Portuguese, against Archbishop Fonseca's partisans..." According to
the inscription on his tomb in the ruined temple of San Francisco,
"he died, bravely, against the wall, from a well-fired shot."

n the early 14th century, Pontevedra saw its richest
moments and foresaw a brilliant future. The town became

busy with ships, shipbuilding, and trade. Francis of Assisi came
through here as a pilgrim before becoming a saint, and founded the
church that visitors can see today, where the tomb of the warrior and
eternal troubadour Paio Gómez Charino reads  "...the sea holds all
and more than any one could desire...."

There were excellent shipyards, one of which would build the
"Santa Maria" caravel, to be captained by Columbus, whom the
locals claim was also from Pontevedra. There is an inscription in the
Basilica of Santa María la Mayor from one of his ships that reads:
"Os do cerco de Joan Neto e Yoan de Colon feceron esta capela."

Many other illustrious and brave conquerors were born here, such
as Sarmiento de Gamboa,
discoverer and author of the true
"History of the Incas in the
Kingdom of Peru."

And Benitiño Soto, the famous
pirate who hid abundant
treasures in his house in As
Corbaceiras, which he was never
able to enjoy. The poor man was
hanged from his own gallows.

When the quarrymen cut the
stones for this Pazo (Galician
country home), which would
become a palace and then the
Parador, many rhymes, rather
than verses, by Guzmán were
heard:

"Pontevedra's marina 
is loaded with boats
of a hundred and more,
and so many fishermen 
and so much building 
that it overflows into other

kingdoms

Fires of the Sun and Moon

I

as far as Andalucia."

Pontevedra was already a tumult of nobles, intrigue and influence
with country homes and palaces, churches and convents and many
wealthy traders.

The palace that today is proud to welcome visitors was once but a
bit of land trodden by the imperial Romans before it was home to
the Count of Maceda, and the Marquis of Figueroa and Atalaya. It
then became the country home of a Goth baron and would yet be
many other things, including a school, a salt warehouse, and the
home of the powerful, feared and respected Free Masons of
Pontevedra, still loved by the people of the Ria.

There is no evidence that the first nobles who lived in this country
home, those that Pedrayo called "beautiful and serious," met the

Virgin when she came through as
a pilgrim on the way to the
Apostle's tomb. Dressed in a cape
and holding a tall staff, she
stopped at the gates of
Pontevedra and gave the town
her blessing: "Que é Boa Vila e
da a beber a quen pasa" (This is
a good town and gives drink to
those who pass by). After
performing several miracles, she
ordered a chapel to be built in
her memory. This is the origin of
the Shrine of "Da Peregrina"
(The Pilgrim), that has long been
venerated in the area and even
more so in America. It is Rococo
with a floor in the shape of a
scallop shell, and keeps watch
over the entrance where the
Virgin stood. It is said that
pilgrims who pray here holding a
scallop shell from the estuary,
will be granted their wish if they
are in need and deserving of it.
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If visitors do not suffer from lack
of faith, they might ask the locals
about the wonders and legends of
the area. They might tell the
following legend: In the time of the
Moors, a young Moor fell hopelessly
in love with a beautiful Christian
girl. It is said that other Christians,
who had previously been tolerant of
their Sarracen brother, turned
against him in jealousy and rage
and eventually stoned him to death.
He was converted into a pillar of
granite that supports the pulpit of
the enchanting Baroque church in
Mourente. And here the stone Moor
awaits some pious traveler to break
the spell with his or her prayers.

The Counts who lived in this
country home and their neighbors survived unpleasant times during
the 16th century and the escapades of the Pirate Drake. It is not
certain, but it is said that he destroyed the town walls. What is certain
is that he destroyed the Convent of Nuestra Señora de Gracia on the
island of Tambo. This is the island that the poet Góngora praised in
his immortal work "Soledades."

But there would never be enough pirates to do away with such a
prosperous community. Together with the nobles and clergy, the town

also had a wealthy Jewish
community; the quarter where
they lived is all that remains
today. Pontevedra even minted
its own coins. But most of the
wealth and glory went to the
"Corpo Santo" Seamen's Guild,
which included all the
shipbuilders and sailors of the
Rías Bajas area. They
controlled the trade with Italy,
France, and Portugal. They
sold fish and preserves, oranges
and lemons of great renown,
lace, linen, and wines, all of
which were excellent in that
era.

But this period of the area's
history came to an abrupt end with the English and French
invasions, although they were finally defeated. Learned friars such
as Feijoo and Sarmiento drank of these moons, suns, and salt. The
railway came and revolutionized the area with its rebellious and
enlightening sparks. A new Pontevedra was born, a much more
modest town looking to the future. Cela, Galicia's famous Nobel
prize-winning writer described it thus:  "...Pontevedra is a village
that lives off crabs and cockles, and literature seeps out of every

Shrine of the Virgen Peregrina. Baroque, scallop-shaped
base with 18th century Neo-Classical altars.
Church of Santa Clara. 14th century, with a polygonal apse
and rich Baroque altars.
Church of San Francisco. National Monument. There are
remains from the 13th century building although most of it is
15th century.
Ruins of Santo Domingo. National Monument. From the
end of the 13th century.
Church of San Bartolomé. 17th century Baroque.
Basílica of Santa María. National Monument. 16th century
with a Plateresque facade.
Shrine of Las Apariciones. Chapel in the former house of
the Dorothean nuns, and home of Sister Lucía, who saw the
vision at Fatima.
Provincial Museum. García Flores Building.
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ela, godfather, father, grandson, and resident, said of this
area of sands and estuaries: "...In the House of the Baron,

one sleeps, eats and drinks in peace. It is a place of calm and

Pazo of Shellfish and Other Delicacies

C civility, perfect for the delights of the flesh and the spirit. It gives of
its generous magnificence..." The writer even went as far as to say
"...Those of us who have lived in the House of the Baron have been
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surrounded by that peace
that only God can give,
reserved for pilgrims in a
state of grace, vagabonds
with winged feet and
lovers of impossible
loves..."

This is the word of Cela,
a wise Druid, a gourmet,
and protector. But the
traveler should always
remember that to dine here
is pure pleasure, but never
gross excess, it is "...for
special occasions but fine
for every day if possible. It
is never boring nor does it
do harm as others do..."

Not in vain did this estuary give pleasure to opposites, to saints and
pirates, to sweet-toothed clergy and cloaked nuns, to artists and
doctors who knew the secret of all the modest but noble dishes of the
area.

It is easy for less adventurous travelers, as they can sit at any
table and wait for any dish to be served; they will always be
pleasantly surprised. If any suggestions are needed, we would
recommend: Pulpo estilo Feria (boiled octopus on a bed of
steamed potatoes, drizzled with olive oil and sprinkled with paprika

and coarse salt),
Scallops, Norway
Lobster, Seafood Stews
made with Ray or
Turbot, all delicious.
There are also divine
Empanadas (savory pies)
filled with Xoubas (small
sardines).

Or if you prefer meat,
almost any type is
available: Veal, Roast
Suckling Lamb,
Partridge, Hare and
more.

If diners want
something special, they
might try a Marea Negra

(literally, "black tide") of Peppers in Sanxenxo, or Grilled
Scallops in Vigo, perhaps Asparagus with Sea Urchin roe or
the Sea Trout with Small Sea Scallops savored by the locals in
Tui.

Finish with a creamy Tetilla cheese that will not erase the flavors
of previous dishes, and accompany the food with an Albariño white
wine.

Or, the more adventurous traveler may want to finish with, Ria-
style Rice Pudding or local Sponge Cakes, Chestnut Ice
Cream or Cambados-style Crêpes.

here are several options
available to travelers who wish
to become pilgrims. They should

follow their nose, but if they feel blinded
by caution, they will find good advice at
the Parador. You would not be
disappointed if you went in search of
culinary arts and culture along the route
that borders the estuaries, stopping at the
Paradors along the way. Cambados,
Baiona, and Santiago are all close and
strategically located. Other places of
interest include:

Monastery of Poio. Close to the
Parador. This monastery was built by
Benedictine monks, and has the feel of a
castle, palace, Galician country home,
and fortress. It is Baroque,
classical, austere, and Renaissance.

Routes with the Arts and Airs of the Sea

T
Monastery of Lérez. This

National Monument is a 16th century
Baroque building with views of the sea.
It was the school of famous monks such
as Feijoo and Sarmiento, among others.

Combarro. Almost a museum in
itself, with raised granaries and
mansions on display that are infused
with rural and marine nostalgia. A
crowded, popular Baroque town of steep
roofs and attractive balconies with an
abundance of stone crosses and raised
granaries.

Portonovo. This town is
fortunate in that it is far from the hustle
and bustle of Sanxenxo. Fishermen still
live in their cottages. Excellent beaches
and cuisine can be enjoyed here: the ray
stew is the town's most prized dish.



PONTEVEDRA AND ITS PARADOR 5

Cambados. This is the capital of Albariño wines. The town is a
National Monument of typical country homes and walks as described
by Emilia Pardo Bazán, the eminent 19th century author. There are
unique 16th and 17th century buildings and those dating earlier. The
town encompasses a harmonious blend of people, beaches, and
undulating green fields.

O Grove. Once an island, this is a town of sorcery and legends
of evil clergymen. Constantly invaded by shellfish and tourists.

A Toxa. Just opposite O Grove. This is an island with a well-
preserved "Belle Époque" spa. This is a paradise known for its
miraculous mud baths.

Vilagarcía de Arousa. This is the area's most popular summer
resort town. The Vista Alegre crenellated convent has shields and
stones dating back to the 16th century. A place of bishops who were
richer than they were pious. Springs, country homes, mansions, and
stone crosses abound.

Vilanova de Arousa. This is the home of Valle Inclán and
other important writers. The Bayón and Tapadelo country homes
and the Caleiro Tower are worth visiting. The octopus and sardines
are exceptional. Elegant, postcard-perfect countryside and beaches at
their finest.

A Lanzada. Features a 12th century Romanesque shrine.
Former fortress and Celtic settlement. Claims to have the best beach
in Galicia.

Vigo. Recommended for shopping and local cuisine. It was an
encampment on the old Antonine Road, and later taken over by the
Pirate Drake. It is a busy port town with an enchanting old quarter
filled with steep, winding streets.

Santiago de Compostela. Where all of Galicia begins and
ends. This is a sanctuary of the past and the future. It is the home of
excellent cuisine and famous for its elegant filigree stonework.
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